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ABSTRACT

This study aims to know the Variation of Karonese Language in Tanah Karo. This study was
conducted by using descriptive qualitative research. This study were done at some places in Tanah
Karo. There were at Tigapanah, Tiganderket and Tigabinanga. There were 6 people taken as
subject (informant) in this study. The data was collected by giving Swadesh (Phoneme and
Lexical) and also by interviewed the native speaker of Karonese. The result of the study dominantly
same, but there are some words are different in Phoneme based on three palces in Tanah Karo,
such us: they say satu, in Tigapanah /sada/, Tiganderket /sada/ and Tigabinanga /sada/ and also
result of the lexical are also domintaly same but there are some words are different such us; in
Tigapanah people say “benar” they say “tuhu”, in Tiganderket people say “benar” they say *
tuhu” and in Tigabinanga people say “benar” they say “payo”. So, based on the swadesh
(Phoneme and Lexical) and interview, this study accumulate to increase the understanding of
variation of Karonese language and for present to the readers about variation of Karonese

language and it caused by (1) Regional Dialect and (2) Arena or Geography.
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Introduction

Language is a cultural identity. Langua-ge
and identity are inextricably links each other
and in order to save identity. Language user
must attempt to save their language. Clark
(1997) says language is one thing that
differentiate human from other creatures.
Language is purely human and non-instinctive
method of communication ideas, it means that
language does not come by feeling. Language
cannot be separated with society. Without
society there can be no languages, vice versa
without language there can be no society. It
seems that everything related to human life in
the society involves language because through
language the interaction among tribes, ethnic
groups and religions can happen. This study
looks at the phenomenon of ethnic language
variation among Karonese people in linguistic
are of lexical and phoneme. The culture of
Karonese people in highland of Karo, North
Sumatera is located approximately 78 km from
Medan, the capital of North Sumatera province
cannot separated from the language that is used
every day in daily life called as Karo language,
because basically language is part of
culture.Human beings always use language to
make an interaction among them. Robert

(2008) cites “Language means the system of
speech by which human being communicate
with one another”.Indonesia has language
which known as Bahasa Indonesia. Besides
that, Indonesia has many local languages such
as Javanese, Sundanese, Bataknese, Karonese,
etc. The Karonese is local language which is
used by Karo people to communicate among
them. Jufrizal (1999) defines dialect as regional
varieties of language that may different from
other varieties of the language in features of its
vocabulary, grammar, and pronunciation. In
addition, Wardaugh (2007) explains that dialect
sometime is only if there is a strong tradition of
writing in local variety. its means that dialect is
the language that is used by people who still
have strict tradition strictly in a regional.
Robert, (2007) there are some variation of
language, they are morpheme, grammar,
syntax, phoneme, lexical and phonology. But in
this study it is limited only Lexical and
phonemes. Besides that, this study also limited
on the dialect of Karonese language, they are
five different dialect, they are namely dialects
of Julu, TeruhDeleng, Singalor Lau, Jahe and
Liang Melas. Julu dialect is used in Kabanjahe
sub-district, SimpangEmpat, Tigapanah, Beras-
tagi and surrounding. TeruhDeleng dialect is
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used in KutaBuluh sub-district and partially in
Payung sub-district Singalor Lau dialect is used
in Juhar, Tigabinanga, Singgamanik, Laubaleng
and Perbesi. Jahe dialect (Hilir) is used in
KaroJahe (Deliserdang-Medan and partially in
Langkat (Hulu). Liang Melas dialect is used in
Lau Melas sub-district, but in this study
focused with three part of dialect they are; 1.
Julu (Tigapanah), 2.Teruh Deleng
(Tiganderket), 3.Singalor Lau (Tigabinanga),
because the three part of dialect located in
Tanah Karo

Method

This study was conducted by using
descriptive qualitative design, Bogdan and
Biklen (1992) state that qualitative design
refers to the researcher’s plan of how to
proceed. How they proceed is based on
theoretical assumptions (that meaning and
process are crucial in understanding human
behavior, that descriptive data are what is
important to collect, and that analysis is best
done inductively). The qualitative research
design was presented the description based on
the data in form of word rather than number
and the researcher described why the
phenomena happens.

The object of this research was the
variation of the lexical and phonemes of
Karonese language in Tanah Karo who
produced by the subject (informant) of
Karonese. The subjects are the Karonese
People and called as informant

The informants of this study was chosen
the following criteria, they are : 1) He/she has
good knowledge, 2) Karo people, 3) live in
Karo land, 4) Age above fourty, 5) able and
fluent in Karo Language, 6) health as physical
and spiritual, 7) educational background
minimal from senior high school.

Credible deals with the data and finding
the research and use the triangulation of source
to find the data by interviewed the Karonese
adult in the phoneme and lexical. Transferable
of this research taken from the observation
sheet and questionnaire, here the researcher
was helped by the answer of the native speaker
in Karonese and helped researcher to answer
the causes of variation of Karonese language.

In analyzing the data of this study, the
researcher applied Miles ,Huberman and

Saldana (2014)Three main components of
qualitative data analysis; data condensation,
data display, and conclusion drawing or
verification were applied

Data Display
Data condensation
Conclusion
Drawing verifying

Figure 1 Components of Data Analysis : Interactive
Model From Miles Huberman&Saldana (2014)

ResultAndDiscussion

The analysis involves three concurrent
flows of activity namely: data display, data
reduction and conclusion drawing.

In this research, the data was the variation
of Karonese language which taken from
swadesh. The data was choosen based on
phonemes and lexicals. It deals with the topic
which is emphasized on variation of Karonese
language in Tanah Karo

Tabel 1 Phoneme

No Phoneme Tigapanah Tiganderket Tigabinanga
1. Anjing /biyang/ /biang/ /biang/

2. Apung /bombang/ /bombang/ /bombang/
3. Beberapa  /pigapiga/ Ipigapiga/ Ipipiga/
4, Bakar Jtutung/ Jtutung/ Jtutong/

5. Belah [taka/ [taka/ [takee/

6. Bunga /bunga/ /bunga/ /bunga/
7. Benar /tuhu/ ltuhu/ Ipayo/

8. Dimana lija/ lija/ lijeel

9. Disini fijenda/ fijenda/ lijendee/
10.  Ekor fikur/ fikur/ likor/
Tabel 2 Lexical

No  Lexical Tigapanah  Tiganderket  Tigabinanga
1. Baik Mehuli mehuli Merandal
2. Benar Tuhu Tuhu Payo

3. Banyak Melala mbuei Mbue

4. Basah Bernak bencah Litap

5. Bengkak  Bongkak bangkak Basar

6. Buruk Getem Buruk Buruk

7. Cacing Cacing cacing Gaya

8. Daging Daging Jukut Jukut

9. Dengar Begi mbegi Dengkeh
10.  Diri (ber)  Cinder cinder Tedis

After rewrite the selected data of swadesh
(phoneme and Lexical) in three parts of places.
It is can be seen the variation of Karonese
language in Tanah Karo.

The result of this study shows that
phoneme and lexical have good power in
influence the variation of Karonese Language.
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The researcher found that in phoneme and

lexical there are some words are different and

some words are same, or in other word says
that phoneme and lexical are dominantly same.

Based on data analysis it was found out there

are some important findings to be presented by

researcher as the following:

1. In phoneme the three places in Tanah Karo
are dominantly same although some of them
are different. It is also happened in lexical,
in three places in Tanah Karo the lexical are
dominantly same although some of them are
different.

2. The causes of Variation Karonese language
in Tanah Karo are caused by regional dialect
and arena or geography

Fasold (1990) states that Language
variation is the study of those features of
language that differ systematically as compare
different groups of speaker or the same speaker
in different situation.The research findings
showed that in phoneme the three places in
Tanah Karo are dominantly same although
some of them are different. It is also happened
in lexical; in three places in Tanah Karo the
lexical are dominantly same although some of
them are different. It caused by the regional
dialect and arena or geography.

This finding is different from the research
of Pasaribu (2013) who found out that the
lexicon and its spelling of Batak Toba language
has different dialect. This finding found out that
the phoneme and the lexical in variation of
Karonese language are dominantly same, even
some of them are different.

This finding is in line with Sembiring
(2010) who found out that the phonological
aspects consist of nineteen and lexical twenty
four in KaroSingalor Lau, KaroJulu and
KaroJahe. This finding found out that the
phoneme and lexical in variation Karonese
language are dominantly same, even some of
them are different, and it caused by the regional
dialect and arena or geography.

The finding is also different from Daulay
(2016) who found the variation of Mandailing
language in Mandailing, that there are file
dialects,

The vowel phoneme of Mandailing found
that there are seven phonemes i,a,e,u,0,0dan &
are distributed at the beginning, middle, and the
end of word.

The reason why do the speaker use the
phoneme.and lexical in variation of Karonese
language, to know what are the variation of
Karonese language by using phoneme and
lexical and to know why some of the variation
are different in the three places

Conclusion
This study was concerned on variation of

Karonese language in Tanah Karo, based on the

analysis the conclusion were stated as:

1. There are two types of variation of language
that used in variation of Karonese language,
there are Phoneme and lexical. Phoneme
and lexical were used in the three places in
Tanah  Karo, they are Tigapanah,
Tiganderket and Tigabinanga. Phoneme
from the three places in Tanah Karo are
dominantly same although some of them are
different. It is also happened with lexical, in
three places in Tanah Karo the lexical are
dominantly same although some of them are
different. So, phoneme and lexical are very
influenced the wvariation of Karonese
language in Tanah Karo.

2. Regional dialect and Arena or Geography
are the causes of Variation of Karonese
language. Regional dialect of the variation
of language for every places are different
but the meaning are same from the other
places. Arena or Geography is the most
dominant causes of the variation of
Karonese language in Tanah Karo. So, The
causes of Variation Karonese language in
Tanah Karo are caused by regional dialect
and arena or geography
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